
Neuroglancer Mac Shortcut Key Reference
Initial State Commands

Action Key Shortcut Single-User Multi-User

Create annotation layer to activate 
drawing tools

ctrl - plus(+) y y

Volume tool (v). This gates all 
annotation functions

v
“Draw mode” = green
“Edit mode” = red
“Close session” = no color

“Draw mode” = green
“Edit mode” = red
“Close session” = no color

Access “draw mode” via sidebar Sidebar “v” dropdown y y

Access “draw mode” via key-stroke ctrl-z y Y (unstable between edit/draw mode)

Access “edit mode” via sidebar Sidebar “v” dropdown y Y (unstable between edit/draw mode)

Access “edit mode” via key-stroke ctrl-x y y(unstable)

Access “view mode” via key-stroke to 
pan across section

ctrl-x Y - in “view mode” only “view mode” is indicated but panning 
not functional

Cell Marking Commands

Action Key Shortcut Single-User Multi-User

Move cell marker Single-finger click and drag annotation Y - in “edit mode” Y - in “edit mode”

Delete a cell marker Select on sidebar and click trash can 
icon

y y



Polygon Creation Commands

Action Key Shortcut Single-User Multi-User

Draw a polygon Single-finger click on trackpad y y

Close polygon vertex in “draw mode” double-finger click on trackpad y y

Add a vertex in “edit mode” ctrl + option + single-finger click y y

Delete a vertex in “edit mode” ctrl + option + two-finger click y y

Pin a polygon (for cloning) MUST BE in 
“edit mode”

Red thumbtack in blue banner selection y y

Clone a polygon after pinning and 
MUST BE in “draw mode”

ctrl-c y y

Shift a polygon shift + single-finger click and drag 
anywhere on polygon

Y - only in “edit mode” Y - in “edit mode” or “draw mode”

Rotate polygon left r Y - only in “edit mode” y

Rotate polygon right r e Y - only in “edit mode” Y - only in “edit mode”
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